Dear Families,
Your child was recently assessed in reading to determine his/her reading levels. The independent level is the level at
which your son/daughter can read (easily with understanding) without help. Books at the independent level are those
that come before the instructional level. Based on the assessment your child is at Guided Reading/Instructional Level
V. The instructional reading level is the level that your son/daughter can read with support. While reading at this level,
you should observe your child using the reading behaviors listed below.
After reading silently, engages in critical thinking about the text.
Employ a wide range of sophisticated reading strategies in difficult texts.
More background knowledge is required to understand the text.
Keep up with several different themes and characters.
More nonfiction is read.
Within each reading level some books may be easier or harder. To help determine if the books
your child is selecting to read are appropriate for this level, follow these steps:
1. Open to any page in the middle of the book.
2. Have your child read that page.
3. As they read raise a finger each time they get to a word that they don’t know. If they read the page without
any errors or just one error, the book is too easy (independent level). If they make 2-3 mistakes the book is
just right (instructional level). If they make more than 3 errors, the book is too difficult to read independently
(frustration level) and should be read aloud to your child.
You can also visit Scholasticbookwizard.com and enter the book title and you will be provided with the guided
reading/instructional level. Yes, there is an app for this!
Parent Tip: Readers notice aspects of the writer’s craft and discuss them.
The Paterson Public Library (www.patersonpl.org/) offers many titles at each independent reading level. Some books
at your child’s current independent reading level, that he/she might enjoy, are listed below. Visit your neighborhood
branch today to check out some of these great books!
The Bill of Rights by Lucia Raatma
Birdwing by Rafe Martin
Ellis Island by Judith Jango-Cohen
The Firework-Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman
Get On Board: The Story of the Underground Railroad by Jim Haskins
John & Abigail Adams: An American Love Story by Judith St. George
The Day the Women Got the Vote: A Photo History of the Women’s Rights Movement by George Sullivan
Our World of Mysteries: Fascinating Facts About the Planet Earth by Suzanne Lord

Happy Reading!

