Dear Families,
Your child was recently assessed in reading to determine his/her reading levels. The independent level is the
level at which your son/daughter can read (easily with understanding) without help. Books at the
independent level are those that come before the instructional level. Based on the assessment your child is
at Guided Reading/Instructional Level P. The instructional reading level is the level that your son/daughter
can read with support. While reading at this level, you should observe your child using the reading behaviors
listed below.
Reads silently, except during fluency assessment or to demonstrate text interpretation.
Reads fluently with expression.
Reads rapidly with attention to meaning and solves words quickly.
Reads an extended text over a longer time period.
Within each reading level some books may be easier or harder. To help determine if the books
your child is selecting to read are appropriate for this level, follow these steps:
1. Open to any page in the middle of the book.
2. Have your child read that page.
3. As they read raise a finger each time they get to a word that they don’t know. If they read the page
without any errors or just one error, the book is too easy (independent level). If they make 2-3
mistakes the book is just right (instructional level). If they make more than 3 errors, the book is too
difficult to read independently (frustration level) and should be read aloud to your child.
You can also visit Scholasticbookwizard.com and enter the book title and you will be provided with the
guided reading/instructional level. Yes, there is an app for this!
Parent Tip: Readers use context clues to help them figure out the meaning of a word.
The Paterson Public Library (www.patersonpl.org/) offers many titles at each independent reading level.
Some books at your child’s current independent reading level, that he/she might enjoy, are listed below.
Visit your neighborhood branch today to check out some of these great books!
The Nina, the Pinta, and the Vanishing Treasure (Alec Flint Super Sleuth) by Jill Santopolo
Da Wild, Da Crazy, Da Vinci (Time Warp Trio) by Jon Scieszka
Koya DeLaney and the Good Girl Blues by Eloise Greenfield
La Mariposa by Francisco Jimenez
Book of Black Heroes from A to Z by Wade Hudson and Valerie Wilson Wesley
All About Rattlesnakes by Jim Arnosky
Can it Rain Cats and Dogs? By Melvin and Gilda Berger
If you Lived with the Cherokee by Peter and Connie Roop

Happy Reading!

